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The : Gd Clewer hath PS i Ao in the County of Nohanpur inditel 


Gentlewornan ot his ld gooc ley, for Fe- 
lony, for : Jorſe gave evi- 
dence thereupon 


fſibly could hayc done it : ou 06 d-hor had | 


» he. oder ara Specelits, / that he. lad Gufficiencly di paraged Gentle- 
pa by 
That hc bat! OIMINENCEGO ral divers his Pariſhioners, who ing to 
ay him his juſt dye: I would not: pay what he would unjuſth ave Cx- 
k 1 


© He, fuſed to; pay juſt Debts andng op ken and hath declared, he would 
5 ris unfred PounteimLes, than pay five Poa when he is fac for 


one -he | ly Preach other Meas Works, Porbanii, That ae i i Print, wiich 
che Pbionere un w_ in their Houſes, and can rcad at Home.” | 
'He hath ſeveral . times in his Sexnjans uttered and ſpoke nonſeiiſe. 
* Hic bath neglected his Cure upon.;ſeveral' Lotds Dayes, to Shite contentious 
Siyits"and Quarrels, and for his own caſc,and procurcd none to ſupply the ſame. 
Refuſed to Baptize' the Child! of /a.. Viſible. Believer, being tendred and the Fa- 
ther preſent. 
Refuſ:d to Baptize the Child of a Souldier that was in Service , becauſe the 
Father was not preſent, and the; Child died within few daics. 


The ſaid Clewer « PAPA in his Life and Converſation * For, '_* 


Irſt, He isa Liar, and a common ſpeaker of Untruths. 

Secondly, He did Privately keep in his Houfe one Miſtris Bernard, Widow, fix 

or ſeven Weeks together,and denied that ſhe was there : and afterwards kept her 

publickly, having no relation to her, and now keepeth her as his Wife, but whe- 
ther they were ever Married according to the Laws, is not known. 

That he the faid Clewer hath been Drunk, and abuſed himſelf with exceſs. 


The Kings Majeſty being reſtored, the Sequeſtred incumbent Doctor Whitford 
centred upon the ſaid Living, and DoCtor Clewer being thereupon to ſeck for a be- 
nifice came to London, and then pretended himſelf to be a zealous Son of the Church 
( though for ten years before he had poſleſt the Sequeſired Living, and Violently 
Profecuted his Reader, for Reading Common-Prayer as aforelaid ) and not being 
well known abont Loxdon, hearing that the Vicarage of Croydon was Void, made 
Friends 


> gf MO FEY WY 
conliſis only of {mall TN which ar the _ ke. bs ace work 


Pounds;this for ſome time was 
the-Pariſirand: I Nes 


PraQtices of Oppreſhonaud: 
all or moſt of the Pariſhioners {becauſe they 
onadledrd)excravaguit.demints-; Wadte theſe 
having! many! years- ſuffertd, ' 
they joined togrther, i102 Trl HileyTom: | Aoles 
rater, Pig to ads come to a war iy 

cordirhaly the Jury T_n—_ A Ie » pr 
Inditnent by above three hundred Witneſſes”: bur/abduritwo ddics hefbre inet 
'Frial: $hould: have __ /Net# Proſequi was: 'citred;” byineans Herd the Tr 


was opt. : { tl © 1-:D£7! 12597 1: 1 '8 


This Noti Proſequi was obtained by fraud ao, for C thar:ihe Pazith 
were telblved for toproſecate, 'catne' to ohe Mr. Tenn cond of Mr. 
Baron Twyiers Clerks, tells'bim chercot; adding thathe was like tobe! wars vant 


by,for that the Rogucs(as he called them) would ſwate Fifri tobe aCommonBlrtator — 
then asked him whether he believed rw; could-be (6h Rogtts ogats in EurltTo whi which I | 
the ſaid' /Bickerton replied, that he alwaies ſuſpeted tha rye: 8. * 
him,for his continued Vexations continued to his Poof OESNNL 5; an onde aw 
they had ndt done it ſoonet 3 _—_— , that he believed they had juſ} cauſe kſ 
againſt him,by what he underſtood of his wayes in proceediog pronysl oy M1 

So uer-! en w werden wett no way to Srovex for that 
Time ? beg) is aſhſtance eto do'rtie fl romifing t6 give hiad tea ds 
for his/ pains jf he ſucceeded therein : Upon' whit Met Biekerion adviſe hin to ger 4 
Noli Profequi,. fox which purpole a Petition was draw, ſetting forth that the Pa- 
riſhioners wereLitigious,faCtious People,would pay him no Tythes,butforced him by 
means thereof to fic for his dues,and now had indicted him for a. Common Barrator , 
meerly -for"bringing ſuch his lawful Suits againſt them3 therefore prayed Proceed- 
ings mightbeſtopr. ' This done, the aid Dofor-gave Biekerron anote under his hand 
to pay him ten Pounds if the Suit were ſtopt thet Term, and away he weut with the 
Petition to a Perſon that preſented it to his Majeſty, ( who, being; miſinformed, and 
thinking, that the ſaid Doctor might have juſt occafion to ſucas be Petition he pre- 
tended) did order Mr. Attorney General to enter a Noli Proſequi 3' and accordingly a | 
Noli proſequi reciting his Majeſties Command was ——— he Suit flopp*d, which | 
done the faidDoor went back to Bickerton,and crying,told him his Majefty denied the 
Petition, and that the Trial was not ſtopt, defired therefore /his' Note again that he 
had given him for his ten Pounds, which Mr. Bickerton delivered, as thioking Cle= 
wer had ſpoken truth, and ſo cheated him of his ten Pounds promiſed him upon 
accompt 25 aforeſaid, 

The poor Pariſhioners of Creyden, they were greatly troubled not knowing what 

to do, being ffopt from proceedings at Law, thereupon went to Counſel; and were 

adviſed to have Petitioned the Parliament then fitting, as lying undera Grievance; of 
and being denied the beneht of the Law for their redreſs,but upon Application made 
to the Lord Keeper and Mr. Attorney-General that now arc, and acquainting them i 
with the Truth of the Caſe, they did aſſure the Pariſhioners,that his Majeſty was ſur- =. 
prized with the granting, of his Neli Proſequ,and undoubtedly would take the ſame 
off, if addreſſed unto in Council. 

Whercupon the 21 of March 1672, a Petition was exhibited to his Majeſty, pray- 

ing that the Noli Proſequi might be taken off, and the Pariſhioners Jett to the Law, | 
or that he would graciouſly be pleaſed to hear the Cauſe, arid relieve them according ; 
to Juſtice. 


To which Petition was annexed the Articles following. 
A 2 Articles 
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: 4+ That be "I very 263 "Wn3o a Weies out ofthe Exchequer againſ &- 
veral of the:Pariſhioners that owe him not a. farthing, puts them to VeXation, tx0u- 
ble and charge; and Ty Bill againſt them. 

;Thzt:becaufe one of his Pariſh would not Swear for him what he would have 
had b him, he/vowed he would ſuc him as long as he lived; and fo- hath continued to 
do-ever fitce, to his almoſt utter ruine, 

6. Fhat he frequently arreſts poor People for Tithes, puts them to great charges 
when-as they owe him nothing 3 aud ſuch as are able;to make oppolicion he neyes 
declares againſt, but farces the reſt to compound and give him what he plcaſeth. 

- Thathe hath. Attached the roads (2a _— perſons for Tiches pretended to 


be due tokim; whenas 2088 Was due —— put the People to cha 
dttodamgate tg I mot yo nay ns wn wan et brought, then be hab 


NG ie heb impeifonnl retal Peeſbus, and detained theie Goodsin his houſe 


till he hath forced them to -give hin what money they have, and ſeal Bonds to him 
for othet fumms of money by him demanded, when these hath not been one. peny 


due ro him.- // 
9. That having come to an agreement with ſeveral perſons for their Tithes to take 


fuch a ſum; for them yearly, ke hath received the lam of money agreed upon for 
ſeveral years to ether, and afterwards denicd the ſame, and ſicd the perſons for their 
Tyches in kind, and the arrears thereof z and fome of the People with whom he 
agreed, being illiterate, truſted him to write the agreement, he ſet down double the 
ſum that was agreed upon, got their mark to his Book, and ſued the Perfons.and forc» 
ed them to-pay the ſame, together with ſuch unxcaſonable charge as he demanded of 
them» 
10. He hath Cited ſeveral of his Pariſhioners into the Spiritual Courts for pretend- 
ed Crimes, becauſe he could not have his unjuſt demands of them, and when he hath 
fo cited them, hath taken ſames of money of them to excuſe them being proſecuted in 
the faid Court. 

1x. That having let a Leaſe of his Tithes to one Mr. Food for a certain Reut, 
Wood by vertue of that Leaſe received Tithes of the Pariſhioners, and. paid him his 
Rent, after which he ſucd the Pariſhioners over again for the ſame Tithes, and forced 
thern for quietneſs to pay him, declaring the only way to be quiet was to pay both 
Wood and Him. 

12. Several poor People having in the time of the late dreadful Sickneſs buried 
their relations in the Woods, the ſaid Door in the time of their neceſſity was fo far 
from extending his Charity rowards their relief, that he forced them to pay unrea- 
ſonable Fees for their Burials, as if they had been buried by him in the Church-yard 
thoſe that would not comply with him, he ſued and extorted great ſumes of money 


from them for his Charges as well as Duties, before he would clear his Proſecution. 
13. He 


duly tegdercd to hing, and he delized ro accept af chem 3 demands of them what mo- 
n6ys hepleafes in liew thereof; And if they” do not. pay” what he demands; he ſucs 
them at Law 2nd if they agree and pay for one, two, three, four, five, or ſix years 
at the rate compounded for, then at the fix years end he demands of them the ar- 
rears of Tithes, pretending the Tithes to be of greater yearly value then what he com- 
pounded for : and if the People will not pay what he demands above his compoſition- 
money pid for theſe years paſt, then he ſues them tiil chey by frights, and being put 
to unreaſouable trouble and charge, werecnforced to give him, what he- demanded 


rather-then be undone by contending with him 3 that being the Iffer eyil- of the too, 


by him put to their choice. | 

14. Here by this violent Perſecution of diverſe poor men;hath forced them to leave 
chejr —_— and Children, and feck ſhclter in remote places, to the utrer ruine of their 
Families. | 

15. He demands of the poor Inhabitants the tenth Penny got by their day labour, 
and threatnes to compel them to bring their Milk into the Church-Porch to (ell, and 
there deliver him his tenth : from ſome he hath-exturted great ſums of money, on 
pretence that he had been at Law with them ſeven years, whereas they were gever 
ſerved with any Proceſs; others he hath ſerved with Proceſs after they had newly 
paid him his demands, to put them to further vexation and charge. One Proceſs 
which he had taken out againſt a man, he altered it, and made another man pay the 
charges as it it had been origjually made out agaialt him. 

16. He trequently. extorts great Sums of Money from his Pariſhioners for Marry- 
ing out of the Pariſh 3 and thoſe that refuſe to pay him what” he demands for that 
Offence, | he refuſes to receive their Tythes, and then fues them for their Tythes and 
that together. | 

17. : Such perſons as refuſe to pay the faid Door his unjuſt Demands,he will not 
ſuffer the Clerk to receive his juſt Dues, threatging to ſue Goth for his Maney and 
Clerk's Dues, when as both hath been tendred, oY might have. been received with- 
out agy Suir. 

r$. He hath arreſted ſeveral on pretended great Actions, and thereby kept them in 
Priſon, -and yet on the Tryal could prove nothing againſt them 3: to the utter rume 
of thefe poor People impriſoned 3 and hath forced ſeveral perſons to pay 'bim five 
pounds, Where his due is but twelve pence. 

By theſe'and the like Extortions he makes his Living above 250 1. jy annum, 
which never was worth to any his Predecefſors above 60 1. and enricheth himſelf by 
the ruines of his Pariſhioners, eſpecially the poorer ſort that live on the Common, 
whom he- endeavours to enflave becauſe they are not able to contend with him at 
Law. . 

That Petition and Articles were read. 


The Kipgs moſt excellent Majeſty, his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Tork, and 
eighteen more of his Majeſties moſt Honourable Privy-Council were preſent, and 
the Order following was made. 


| CS 
13. Hedenicd to receive his Tichs in kind of ſeveral of his Pariſhionets, though 
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WW 
cern'd do then give their attendance. 
Fohn Nicholas. 


- According to this Order,athort Paper was delivered in' to the Clerk of the Coun- 
cil.- whitteby. the Farſhioners deelared'chey would infiſt: upon, 
Oppreſeon, Extortion, common Barretry, Subornation of + Peyjury; + 'K wgry, F ebony, 
and ſome more ſach like petty Crimes of his Doctorſhip. 
But before the Cauſe came to be heard, the Act of Grace came out 3” and Barretry, 
a thing never pardoned by any former Ad of Grace, was pardoned thercby. 


The fourth of April 1673-his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to come early to the 
Council,and together with his Royal Highneſs, and twenty:more of the Lords of the 
Privy.Cauncil latc,..with unſpeakable Patience heard the Charge againſt the ſajd 
DoGor made good, which was done by the Oaths of {ſeveral perſons in every par- 
ticular mentioned in the ſaid Articles, and many others (it poſſible more wicked and 
hainous than the former) was proved againſt him- 

1. As firſt, he being one of the Truſtees for the Alms-houſes in Croydon,would not ſuffer 

er-men to be admitted till be had forced them to promiſe to allow him one half of the 

55 of the ſaid Alms-houſes, and #00k, Bond for the ſame, which done, be admitted 
rap : and would bave turned one Edward Humfry out of bis Almſ* houſe when he coul1 
0 longer afford to pay bim four ſhillings a month according ts the ſaid Bond; which Hum- 


fry is now turnd out by the ſaid Dottor. 
2. That 
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reſt his P ariſhipners,. then bouſe, there they, 
eth zl - garter th he draws 
whom be uſ#th, EE 


m larw.wbo went there 


ak bh gu the Pulpit ry Soba abi 
taken ont if Patiſhioners 1 
drm a Pater and br the. Names; and new 
Dates Levy Names put into fed which was ' frequent thing with bim., be. 
{menty Warrants out againſt twenty Perſons upon one fugle Writ > and making. cagh per>,. 
fon pay ſeven ſvillings ſix pence for charger, when the Writ coſt bim wat | above . three ſpil- 
lings ſatbat be got above, ſeven pound , by a Writ, and made a property of bu Majeſties | 
Cort of. Exchequer, to the enriching himſelf and impoveriſhing his Patiſhioners.” And ; 
after, when 'he ſhould bave been Preaching on Suntlayes, did ſe to- ride to Lond6n'to i 
__ $ its ogarft bis Pariſhioners leaving them without any one 46 Preach.or read Prayers | 
for 1bem. 
6+ That Ioflne fie the Pariſhioners to come to ix houſe 10-p4y their Tithes, and when g 
they bad ſo done, frequently Arreſted ſome of them in Adtions of Treſpaſs for coming pon f 
his ground, thereby putting thems to great charge, and ruined ſome of them. 
7: That be hired 2 Carrier to bring bis goods to London, was done, and in 
Lqndan ay old , Desk was ſtole out of the Carriers Warehouſe, by bis letting bis goods lie 
there three weeks after brought up ; but the maxi that ftole it was catcht, the Desk/braught 
back to the Inn, was opened, not knowing whoſo it was, aud there was only. in'it a pair of 
Slippers and one old Law Book. The Dottar arreſts the Carrier, (declares - againſt bins 
for 190 l. prettnded to be in the ſaid Deski The Carrier telling bis ry theref, be 
produced the ſaid pe the s aforeſaid in it \, ſo that Suit ceaſed. 
8. He hath c1uſed the Gentry to leave the Townzo the Ruine thereof,ſpoled the School, ſo 
that 6 Gentlemens Sons come at it. He hath cauſed! Lands and Houſes to fall in their 
Rents, brongþht down the Price of ' them int their $ ale above three years Purchaſe, makes 
Terants that they will take no Leaſe unleſs Landlords will Covenant to ſecure them againſs 
him ; which they dare not do, and ſo the Howſes and Lands ftand' pry and lie 'waſte. '% 1 
'And be bath forced the Pariſhioners to leave' their Pariſh-Church,' and to keep from re- on: | 
ctiping the Sacrament, inſomuch that there are not above ten or twelve it the Patiſh befides , 
Almtpeople (who are obliged ) that will come to the Church or Sacrament > but if a firan- FI 
ger at any time do Preach, there comes at leaſt ſixe, ſeven,or eight bundred- 94 'Þ 
Laſtly, That the ſaid Dotior endeavonred to part Hurbands ftom their Wives, raiſing 'T; 
Falſe Stories of them ; offered bimſelf v0 ſne out Divorces {4 
And many more Crimesof” this nature, 'F 


Theſe'matters ,and alſo theaforefaid Articles, being clearly proved, the aid Doctor 
only for defence offered,” that'the Pariſhioners would pay him no Tithes3 thereupan 
was forced tq-Sue them for his Dues, and pray'd time to make defence. 

Whercupon thc Order following was made. 


ving thus day heard at large the complaints of the 

4 Inhabicants. of the Pariſh of Croydey in Surrey, againſt Dofor 
Glewer,Vicar of that Place,conterning ſeveral exorbitantCourſts by him 
practiſed for recovery of his Tithes, was pleaſcd to refer che whole mar- 
i ene Lg Chronellon ts By Zanterbury, and - to the' Earle 
ff Shafts 5rd High Chancellor of Exglexd ; who requiring the ſaid 
boa gre mary principal perſons of the ſaid Pariſh,” to attend 
them, -axe to endeavour to ſettle. the buſineſs for the future quier of the 
Pariſhioners, and that there may be a conſtant maintenance. for the 
Vicar there : which if their Lord(ſhips ſhall not be able to effeR, they are 
to return their Opinion and Advice to his Majeſty what chey conceive 


Fobn Nicholas, 


fit to be done therein.. « 
+ 

With this Order his Gxacethe Lord Arch Biſhop of Canterbury, and the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord High Chancellor of Exgland being attended, I were plcaſcd to 
appoint a day in May lat paſt, when both parties, with their Witnclles, d attend 

er Lordfhips at Lomwbeth-Honſe, where the matters aforeſaid. were. made manifeſt, 
As alſo, as UK | | by 

That the faid DoQuor Clewer was a, notorious. and common. Theif, that uſcd to 
come into Bookſellers Shops and ſtcal. Books: and carry them away, ſcvcral Maſters 
of Shops gave Teſtimony thereof. . To which the DoQorbeing, to give anſwer, de- 
clarcd that true it - was, that he was fitting ua Shop, .xcading a Book, and ſaw a 
Gentleman come by. that he hag occaſiogt to with, andin haſte ran after him 
and forgot to lay down the Book and carzied. it with. him but the ' man preſently 
followed him and took it of him- - But alas, good Gentleman ! he had often had this 
chance of following his Friends with.other mens Eogks.under his Cloak. - If he had 
done ſo but once, it mighthave paſled as forgetfulne(s : But it fell oue very unluckily, 
That at Mr. Sawbridge bisShop at the Bible on Ludgatt- Hill;he came in and cook away 
a Book of good value, carried it beyond Flcet-Bridge, and there was overtaken, and 
brought back, and beg?d Pardon, declaring who he was. Mr. Sawbridg thereupon, 
loth to bring any ſcandal upon a man of his Coat, went with him into Ferter-Lane 
to x Gentlemans Houſe £0 inquize of him, and finding that he was. Doctor Clewer, 


and Vicar of Croydon, re{olved to make no nygore noile gh it, if he would ingenuouſly 
h cOn- 


tle would make a certain allowance of an hundred and twen» 
ty Pounds per \ammm, tO be paid to the ſucceeding Vicar by quarterly Payments with- 
out charge and trouble.” $8) BN $058 TP | FY 
No fooner was this Propoſal made, but Doctor Clewer, who the World knows 
is a Notorious Lyar, (and the old Proverb is, A Liar bad need to bave a geod meneory 


) 
ſtarts up4 Foe juſt before he hadtold theis. ips he forced to 
being hp A np piper eb oF Sits Deere Bi Peri ,e0 
pay him noching , that although he had offered them his Vicarage at 60, 50, nay zo þ 
per annum;they refuſed to take the ſame 3 he told chem that 120 1. was nothing , for 
that the Pariſh had offered him 180 /. themſelves. X 
' - Note, The Doctor let the Tithes for three yeats to one J/ood at. 60 }-per aun, and 
the ſaid Foodreccived the. Tithes of the Tennants, paid him his Rents, and after- 
wards the Doctor the Pariſhioners, aud made many of them, to their utter 
_ him the ſaid Tithes over again, though they had Foods diſcharge for 
r - _ 

Nevertheleſs to be rid of the Doctor the Pariſh then propoſed to allow an handred 
and ſixty pound per annum to the ſurviving Vicar 

The couclufion of this meeting was that the Pariſhioners ſhould draw up their Pro- 
poſals in Writing, put, them under their hands, and preſent them torhe Lord High 
Chancellor of England : accordingly they were drawn up and, figned by above three 
hundred Perſons, and preſented to his Lordſhip, and a Copy to his Grace of Can- 
terbury ; and one other Copy annexed to a Petition was preſented to his Majeſty in 
Council, the Purport whereof was as follows. : | 

x. That. provided Doctor Clewer were preſently removed, the Pariſh would al- 
low the ſucceeding Vicar ſucceſlively, if a Sober,.- Learned, Orthodox and Peace- 
ablc-Mav, an hundred and ſixty pounds per annum. | 

2. That Dodtor Clewer ſhould have no advantage of the ſaid offer, 

3+ That they would conſent to an Ad of Parliament or Decree in Chancery or Ex- 
chequer to ſettle and confirm the. ſame. 

4+ That till ſuch A& or Decree could be paſſed, to the intent the ſaid Doctor 
might not be continued, twenty of the moſt able Pariſhioners would becorhe bound 
to the ſurviving Vicar to pay. him an hundrcd and fixty/ pound in liru of all his 
Tithes or other.Dacs, until the faid one hundred fixty pound ſhould be confirmed 
by AR of Parliament, or Decree aforeſaid. 

s. That whereas the (aid DoQor pretended great arrears of Tithes and Dues ow- 
ing to him, and mapy Actions were brought by him againſt the Patiſhioners for the 
farne, -every Perſon concerned therein would be determined by the Fudgment of any 
two indifferent Perſons;as the ſaid Lord's Grace of Canterbury and late Lord Chancel- 
lat ſhould appoint to hear and determine the fame without further charges ang trou- 


þlec in Law. 
C This 


»* St a 2 
Rs YES _» 
by #7 OA4 BETTE of 
\ © 


of: 186). 
GOratebft 


Chewer 44s ht reſolved! 
#14 4707 2 


TA *f L. 


, 
_ . 


$3002 19 2d Ys 3041504 


4 : 
foftab i6 inbreaking his word | w- 
chepadukt Jonehings 2th] tO 10d won) nn ben tet od 267 mens 


” 
44.4 
i. / 


re Tre beyond ne 
60070 & pr-denat ww acattaticn; fouke: 


eo 
4% 


26> Council; -and>aornes 


be-ruined/if He were gontinaed, and prayed his] al." 
Whereupon the 28 of May 1673, It was ordered as followeth.' - -- | 
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2 [114.1 - Lord Privy-Seal. Lord Holes.” | 
pA . Duke of Laudzydazl.. "| Mr. Vice-Chamberlain, 
Earle of Ogle. | Mr. Secretary Coventry. | 
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Earle of Bridewatey, . . || Mr, Chancellor of the Excheq« 
''Earle of Beth.  '1:-/:.7 | | Mr:Chattcellor of the Dutchy. 
Earle-vf Car/zfe. | _ Mr. of the Ordnance, 


Ir, Thimas Osburn. 


Earle of Arlington." * , | - 
Mr, 'Speaket. 


Earle of (#aver. | 


7? T,Hereas, upon hearing the Complaints of the Inhabitants of 
| V 1 -Y- - thee Pariſh of Croydes in the County: of Swrey, againſt Dr. 
Gietveri Vixar of that Place, . concetning ſeveral. exorbitant courſes by 
han practifed-for tecovery of his Tithes + it was the 4 of April laſt referred 
to his Grace the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canrerbary, and the, Lord High- 
Chanctllor of Exg/end, to endeavour to ſettle the Buſineſs for the future 
quiet of the Pariſhioners, and that there may be a conſtant Maintenance 
for the, Vicar tliere, - And the {aid Inhabitants by their Humble Peti- 
tion'this day tead at the Buard; Praying his Majeſty to receive a wer 11 
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chene pieces, ang nut his Shoul Bug WORK eto Litg, the 
peaple chercabours knowing big that lies the Vicar of Croy- | 
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wo more ſrendalize by ſuch a Rogne, nor. the poor People tormented. Others wiſhed 
os things, which Aroured hot of Chriſtianity, therefore we will not mention 


them 3 but certain itis no one wopld.help. to remeve him till they were paid before- 

hand, becauſe be is 4ounted ſo great-a RnaYethbar wone, would truſt him 3, nor 

4 Coach-tnan take him up to carry hit'to Dr. Welders houſe '(ti#'Parſdy 

Irgion ) before he ha#tev ſhilſings in- hand, which is not hatf.a Mite: Aud w 

waset Doctor Wager // houſe, he ſent. for ant DeGor Thorlavd theRobe-ferter from 

Londen, wha faund bim in 8 very YeauMigne dycrevy d hefay. him all * for | 
nce an Acc im 1 1 


it happened about twenty years ent of the bene nature befel him in 
North res of which the aid Door Jhorland cuied Hitn, Bil ws Fa 
never paid for it : heleſs the? man,” as became a Chriſtian, pitied the Do- 


or, and ſeeing. his miſery, applied. himſelf y' his Care, and effe&ted the ſame in 
about three moriths, when he demanded for is pains 16 this and the furiniey Eure 
ity pounds :, but the Door would not pay /hirh , -apon which: he arreſt hirn : 
thereupon he pleaded himſelf tis Majeftics Chaphin, ſhewed 2 Cerrificate of his be- 
ing {worn in that capacity, and fo gotbff without heyy) her Ms Cure. And as 
vnworthily he ſerved Dios Welder, ih whoſeHonle He (6 long lay fick, to the great 
trouble and diſorder of his Family, prejudice ard (pbyling of HisGoods. 
_ By this means the Cauſe could not come toa Hearing, as by the Order of 28th [| 
May 1673, was directed. © | gant , 
But during this the Doors fickhels, he was teveral rimes ſtac- unco by his Grace 5207 
of Canterbury and the Lord Chancellor, co know if he would reſigne 3 he declared that 
he would ſo igon as there were indifferent Perſous nomiheted t6 Athitrace the Diffe- 
rence between him ahd his Pariſhioners concerning arrears of Titties. 1+ þ 
Thereupon bis Patifhiohers preſented the Petition aanexed, and had the Order 
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"To bis Grace the Lard Areb-Biſhop of Catneebury, and the dh 
| 1 Right Hdonbrable the Lord high Chancellor of England. $7 i 


The Hamble Petition of the Inhabizanes of Cropden. 4 
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i ip gen Sheweth, | fat - : ? 

VAT yoar Petiziontts inoft thanbfully ahi your Lordſhips great Favour in 

giving them hopes of the removal of Dofor Clewet their Vicar, and placing among#t 

them Mr. f.tzore who bath beex vos $Sundayer = them and Preached, antl the _ | 
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July 24, 1673: , pt 

appoint Sir Adam Brown . Baronet, and Sir 
to be' the. Perſons to Arbitrate the nutter in 

. Clewer, aud the Inhabitants 


Brees | and do 
ferences 


Croydon the 5th of Auguſt - where cy met that day, and on the 6,7, and 
j gh your? S , tq hear and compoſe. the 

matters in difterenae between the ſaid Vicar and his Pariſhioners. 

. Andthey heard,and determined about two hundred and fifty differences, and made 

their Report in expreſs words as followeth. 


©" To his Grace the Lord Arch-Biſbop of Canterbury, and the Right Honora- 
ble the Lord High Chaxcelbr of England. 


May H eE Lordſoi ' " | 
N ON | kf ips Reference unto us made, -uipon the Petition of the 
.& Inhabitants of the Town © Creyan in the County of Swrry,datcd the 244þ of 
Fune laſt, we have been ſeveral dayes upon the Place (to wit)on the 5th, 6th, 7th, 
and 25th of Awguſt laſt, and the 2d and 9th of September inſtant, to endeavour to 
ſc the matter in difference betwixt Dr. Wilkam Clewer, and thoſe of his Pariſh 
with whom he had any controverſie. On the 5tb of Awguft, the DoRor after ſome 
delay came to us to the George-Inn, where many of the Pariſhioners being preſent 
we examined as many of their Caſes as we could before ten'of the Clock at Night, 
when the Door. would tay no longer, though a hundred of People were waiting, 
ſo we adjourned to cight a Clock the. next morning 3 when the Doctor refuſed to 
come to us, alledging indiſpoſition of Body. Whereupon reſolving to procced as 
far as we-could, - we. went to his houſe, and continued fitting from eight in the mox- 
Bing t31l half an hour, paſt twelve. at pight, without any intermiſſion to cate, m _ 
time we were ſomctimes told by the, Door that we needed nor to trouble our ſelves 


: any farther for that he and thoſe thas were then in Arrears to him (and rar | 
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being preſent, We demanded the Lift aforeſaid. bur Eould not prevail for; the Gme, 
fo that moſt part of our ritne (2s formerly) was ſpcut in his curniog,overthis Books. 
Neverthcleſs. we fat till ten atnight, and difſpach't all that weve preſent, - uplefs ſome 
few which the Do@or would nat ſtay to-end, though he continued longer in the houſe 
then we belitve would have dilpatch'd them 3 nor would he agree, though wedelized 
ir, to appear the next morning to end the ſame, fo that they loſt their kboyr. And 
we do humbly certifie that having examined about two Hundred and bfey ſeveral 
Caſes, wedid hind that the occaſion of the differences betweert the Doctor arid then 
was the unreaſonable demands of Tithes, and other undue impoficiens he had <n- 
deavoured to impoſe upon mot of them, being the poorer ſore of the Inhabitants, wha 
being illiterate, were by undue means drawn-cither intoexorbitant Agreements, penal 
Pills, or Judgments, by Arreſtiug and keeping chem in durance,till they complicd with 
him thercinz whereby many Families were put to very great expence, and-thereby 
much impoveriſhed ſome of them, totally ruined others, forced ther ro; xun from 
their Houſes, and leave their Wives and Children tothe Pariſh 3 by which mcans 
we conceive that he himſelt in fome mcaſure hath been the oecafion of the non-pay- 
ment of what was his juſt dues, which otherwiſe might probably have beev had wich 
che Af&ions of the People. And for ground of this our belief, we take leave furthers 
to inform your good Lordſhips, That every perſon that appeared before us, and with 
whom the-DoQor had any conteſt, moſt willingly ſubmitted to whatever we ſhould 
determine between themz whereupon we proceeded to examine his Demands, and 
upon deliberate Comfaderation of what was alledged on cach fide, found them very 
extravagant, and not fitting to be ſubmitted untoz therefore moderated the ſame, 
giving him in ſome caſes bur che twentieth, in others the twelfth,tenth,faxth or tourch 
part of what was demanded, which in many caſes was move than they ought to _ 
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Lor dſhips Favor”. to remove ' from amongſt them the ſaid Dor I, and - 
man may/be-placed a 


_——_—_— in; In which Suit - we alſo 
> ue 4g thing which for the reaſons aforeſaid, we do 5 


| - whick/«neve we humbly ſubmit'to- your Lordſhips Judgments, and re-! 
main,” 7 1 \ } 503 wat 7 42 j AA 29 | 
21077 Sys Dt (i 13 G0 bl 6 2g; My Lords, AST EAT ©: 
Croydon; Sepremb./ 19.5 | (> -. Your Lordſhips! molt humble-Servancs,: * 
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- ThisReport is nottherenthpart ſo bad as the matter app——_ againſt the Doftory 
the particular Caſes Uecided are too to/inſert; but i were, -it would not be 
poſſible forany'man to wy r iy cou — {0 many horrid Opprefſions and Frauds 
put upon poor People by:a -man living. 371-7 $0 0 30% 14 | 
fe cl manta _ twoCopies figned;:the one of ther the Referrecs preſen- 
ted to my Lords Grace of Canterbury,the other to the late Lord Chancellog, who there- 
npon promifed.to do what'in them lay toxemove the ſaid Door : accordingly che 
was ſent for,promiſed his Grace that he would'reſigne 3 and came to the Lord Chan- 
cellor and'told him the:ſame'alſo, And that when-ever his Lordſhip ſhould defire: the 
fame, he-would do it 3 addmg, that bis Grace commanded bins to tell bis Lordſhip that 
be would preſent to Croydon ſuch a Perſors as bis Lordſhip would appoint. And this 
Conſideration the Lord Chancellor promiſed the faid Clerwer to nes rag or him 
fome other [ving,-bidding him rely upon:his Honour for it, aſſuring him 'he ſhould 
have the firft convenient Living that fell in his gift, or to-that effe&t : Whereupon the 
fidDoQor promiſed to conform to hisLordſhips defires,but neglected to do the fame, 
thuffling and endeavouring/ro pat tricks upon their Lordfhips. © This neceflicated the 
Pariſhioners to petition his Majeſty and Council once more, therein ſetting forth what 
the Referrees had done, annexing their Report tothe ſaid Petition, ſhewing the Ne+ 
ceſlity of the Doctor's being removed, or'the Towns being ruined : Theretore hum- 
bly implored' his Removal, or that they might have his Majetties Royal leave for to 
inſert a Clauſe into the Act of Parliament then drawing, to ſettle the 160 I. per An- 
rem on'the Vicar 3 to make the ſaid Door incapable of any preferment in Church 
or State. | 
This Petition being read,” the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty Preſent, the Pariſhio 
ners were called in,'and told by. the - Lord Chancellor that their Petition had bern 
read, and that his Majeſties Royal pleaſure was, that in Gale the faid Door. did not 
ſurrender before the Bills deſigned to be brought into Parliament for ſctling the main- 
renance-afore{aid ſhould be preſented to the: Parliament, that then they thould, puc 
in 
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rancs of rhe ſaid Parithof (roydoz ſhal provide to ſettlea hundred & fixry 
pounds by the year, as' a midin Lands hor the \Yicar of the ſaid Pariſh, 
according to their Propoſal in the ſaid Petition, in order to the paſſing 
of an Ac to confirm the ſame for ever on the Vicarage of the ſaid Pa- 
riſh, then his Majeſty will give effectual Order for removing of the pre- 
ſent Incombent Door Clewer, 

| | Robert Southwel. 


Upon this the Pariſhioucrs innmediately went home, and Publiſhed in the Market 
and at the Church his Majeſties Gracious Anſwer, defiring all the Inhabitants to 
meet at the Veſtry to ſign a Declaration teſtifying their Conſents to the Paſſing of the 
Bill aforeſaid 3 and accordingly moſt of them did meet, Signed and Sealcd ſuch Certi- 
ficate of their Conſents, and their humble Petition to both Houſes of Parliament to 
Paſs the ſaid Bill, and impowering a Sollicitor to proſecute the Paſſing thereof. 

This done, a Bill was drawn, and ſich a Clauſe as a forcfaid was contained thereinz 
when drawn, the ſame was copied, and one Copy carried, and left with his Grace of 
Connery the other with the then Lord Chancellor : They having peruſed the fame, 
My Lord of Canterbury referred the Amendment thereof to Mr. Phillips of the Inner- 
Temple, his Graces Counſe] ; and the Lord Chancellor, to Mr.-Attornecy Mont : 
both were attended, and they made their ſeveral Amendments, with which the fame 
was fairly copied, and put into Sir Adam Brown's hand to preſent in Ofober laſt : But 
the Prorogation of Parliament prevented the ſame. 

All this time the ſaid Door had notice of it, knew of the Clauſe, Promiſed to 
ſurrender fo it might be left out 3 went to both his Grace of Canterbary,and from him 
to the Lord Chancellor, frequently declaring the fame : And my Lord Chancellor 
offered him an other Living , which he kept void for him, ( and fo in truth it was till 
the very day his Majeſty was pleaſed to fend for the Seal from his Lordſhip ) But the 
DoQtor reſolving to perſiſt in his Villanics to ruine the Pariſh of Croydox (as he fre- 
quently declares he will do. before he leaves it) refuſed to ſurrender, but continues 
to go on in his horrid oppreſſions aud vexations, commencing ſuits againſt his Pariſhi- 
oners without colour of Caule, ro their unſpeakable damage. 


Under theſe ſad Oppreflions the poor Pariſh having hain theſe thirteen years languiſh- 
ing, they now become humble Supplicauts to the Parliament of England , To Enable 
them by an A to give ſuch Maintenance to a ſucceeding Miniſter, as may be an En- 
couragement to a Suber, Learned, Orthodox and Peaceable Man to come and ſettle a- 
monett them. 

Todo the Church that Right as to remove ſo wicked and ſcandalous a Perſon out 
of it, and for the Honour aud V indication of the Religion of the Church of Exgland, 
ro make him tor ever uncapable of ſerving in the Church-again, than which no greater 
advantage can be done to the Church of England at this time. 

For the ſaid Door is a frequenter of houſes of debauchery, particularly, a blind 
beggarly diſorderly Alchouſe in a by-place within the Pariſh of Newington, _ 
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Reaſons at large Tet forth in the Petiticif; 
His Majeſty in Council hath this day declared, That when the Inhabi- 
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